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They will be celebrating this year at Middletown's Woodrow Wilson Middle School, onee
considered a prime example of why Middletown only two years ago was designated one of the
state's most troubled school districts,

For the first time, Wilson met federal school improvement standards, joining a growing list of
Connectlcut schools cited Wednesday for making adequate yearly progress under the nation's 2002
educatlon reform law, the No Child Left Behind Act.

Nearly three quarters of the state's public schools, or 72 percent, met the NCLB standard, up from
60 percent in 2008 and 2009, according to the State Department of Education.

-“Clearly, we see progress in these results,” said Education Commissioner Mark McQuillan.

Stll[ 281 schools and 37 school districts fafled to meet the federal standard, based on the results of
the Connecticut Mastery Test for grades three through eight and the Connecticut Academic
Performance Test for 10th-graders, About eight of ten students must score at the proficient level or
higher in reading and mathematics to meet NCLB requirements,

Officials were particularly
encouraged by progress made in
several of the state's largest and
poorest cities, where school

Etementary and middle schoois removed_ from
' ”In Need of Improvement" list

_Bleomﬂefci School Distrlet Carmen Arace Middle Sthcol -} distriets were singled out two
Bridgeport School District .~ Winthrop. School calE years ago by state education
'-Br;dgeport School District ~>° " Hall School i 1 officials for intervention,

L Rogers Park Mldd[e Schoai
John F. Kennedy Middle Schoo[ Among those districts was
Hamden Middle School. "  Middletown, where schools saw
-Ridge Hili Sehaol - .- large gains in test results this
year among low-income and
minority students, groups that
traditionally have lagged far
behind white and more affluent
students,

Leonard J. Tyl Middle Scho
‘Andrew Avenue Schaal -

No Child Left Behind is designed
to address that achievement gap
by requiring schools to assess
progress among groups such as
: racial and ethnic minorities, low-
{gimgge[ndb 8-12-10)

income children, special

educatmn students and children who are learning to speak English.

;In Middletewn, both of the district's middle schools - along with three elementary schools that are
:designated in need of improvement - met the standard for yearly progress. If those schools make
fadequate progress again next year, they will be removed from the "needs improvement” list. It was
fan encouraging turnaround for a district that state offielals identified in 2008 as one of 12 urban
;districts needing intervention,

i"In a way, getting to be one of the dirty dozen was one of the best things that ever happened to us,”
said Assistant Superintendent Barbara Senges.

;’I‘he State Department of Education later added three more districts to the list and provided
jassistance as districts developed improvement strategies, That included consultants who helped
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revamp currieulum, intensify instruction in reading and mathematics, and zero in more closely on
individual student progress,

"'If you look at . . . these 15 districts, they are making, for the most part, faster progress than the rest
of the state," sald Deborah Richards, head of the education department's Bureau of Accountability
and Improvement,

Middletown schools established data teams to review student performance, create new tests to
Jneasure progress and revise classroom lessons and strategy - all part of the Connecticut
‘Accountability for Learning Initiative, a state-developed model requiring schools to make better
use of student performance data.

['We had pre-testing, post-testing,” Senges said. "For the first time, [teachers] were all teaching the
same thing at the same time."

’I‘he biggest gains occurred among low-income and minority students, Among Middletown's black
;students, 74 percent met the proficiency standard in mathematics on the Connecticut Mastery Test,
;up from 64 percent a year eartier, In reading, 62 percent of black and low-income children and 63
percent of Hispanic children scored at proficient levels, gains of nine percentage points over last
year's results,

?"I‘here was a huge closing of the achievenient gap that occurred in grades six, seven and eight,”
Senges said,

il’art of the reason, according to Senges, was the introduction of small intervention classes in math
and reading for the lowest-performing students,

No one could predict exactly what _ L _ _ _ _ o
effect all of the changes would have, Reading *No Child Left Behind” c'ha'n"s -
but the results are encouraging. _
" . \ . Thc snlc Dcp‘\nment of Educa!mn Em n.leascd a series of ﬂf
[ Twas kind of like a doubting tables showiig schools and schoot districts in Connccticut
Thomas," said Gene Nocera, who that have failed to meet federal standards under the No Child -
Tetired this year as principal at Left Behind law. Because the Taw.is complcx, the charts
Woodrow Wilson Middle School, "or  {hemselves can be difficult to decipher. Here is 2 guide to
i some ef the key enirics on {he charts::
~ v Inneed of nnplmemem Scheﬂls that don‘{ meet -
- Hederal standards for iwo yearsina mw are dcemed to
:be in need of improvement, %
+ Tifle I: Tifle 1§ is & program aimed at he]pmg tmubled

course, I was elated.”

;Nocera placed much of the credit on
the collaboration among teachers,

" We completely re-did the teachers’ _+- schools increase their performance, Schools receiving -
schedules so the teams could meet v “Titke T funding that don't make adequate progress for f :
almost on a daily basis," he said. ~ TR Or migng }car‘i ina rm\. Tan facu stcps v.uch asg;

- forced reorganization.

LLisa Sherman, an eighth-grade < ~Bubgroup academic aciﬁevemeni A schcm! or dlstuct
language arts teacher at Wilson, said - pa be clted I even one group of students - such as,

the increasing foeus on data, including mm(mty students, special _e_ducatmn students, low-" .

: _ income ehifdren or children leaming o speak English -

frequent testing of student progress, . fails 1o mest standards in reading or mathematics,

was a key factor in the turnaround, "+ “Years of improvement aid hold: Schools or districts -

"We were able to immediately seethe - .can be removed from the "needs improvement® Jistif

- “ithey make adequate progress two years in a row, The -
" charts show the number.of consccutive years 4 school

results of what we were doing, so we

§were not going on for two weeks or - -has been on the dist. However, same scheols or distyiets
two months doing something that . that have made one year of progress can be placedon -
wasn't working," she said. - “hold” if they make a minimum level of progress even . -
.3 ihough they still fall shortof the federal benchmarks, I
Christine Salamone, who teaches . those schools make s:m:hr gams next }c,ar. ihcy wxl! bc_ :

fseventh-grade language arts at removed from lhe Hist,
Wilson, said she was relieved when

: : .ct.gov, i Pa=2626Rkg=322606
§he saw the latest test results. (hitp:/ fvwww.sde.ct.gov/sde/ecwp/viaw.aspra

;"Sometimes you work really hard at something, and the numbers don't always reflect it," said
jSalamone, who is starting her 34th year of teaching, "I was proud of my colleagues and myself to be
part of something ke this."
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